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STAmjil'n'  Oil’  THE  fOFiEiai  OFFICE  &PCK}i:a/..iN  OCNCEnilE'IG  THE  VISIT  OF 
Tii  I..«RU  BY  THE  BI<ITISH  V.JaSHII  . 

^  January  22,  1940 

% 

'<.ith  regard  to  the  visit  irade  to  the  Japanoec  liner  Asara  I.hru  by  a 
British  jr.an-of-v.or  off  the  coast  of  Beso  Itninoula  yesterday  afternoon 
(January  21),  the  Vico  Minister  for  F'-rcioJi  Affairs,  lx.  kasajaiki  Tani , 
invited  British  i^rebaseador  Sir  Ftobert  Craigie  to  the  Foreign  Office  at 
11  >00  P.  K'.  to-day  a:id  presented  to  hir  the  follo^.ing  vio\.s  and  protest  of 
the  Jai-anose  Gcveinrcnt, 

1.  On  the  2l3t  of  January,  at  12 >50  p.r.  ,  a  British  rtirship  ordered 
the  Japanese  vessel  Asara  I'aru,  rhich  v.as  on  her  return  voyogo  to  Yokohara 
fro-'  Honolulu,  to  heave  to  at  a  point  thirty-five  nautical  riles  off 
Nojirasaki  Joint,  Chiba  Rrofecturc.  The  Japanese  vessel,  therefore,  care 
to  3  stop  at  12}54  p.r.  at  a  point  34*34'  North  Latitude  and  149** 31'  Fast 
Icngtitudo.  Thereupon  the  said  British  v.arahip  sent  an  officer  and  several 
scaren  to  the  iisara  Vai'u  and,  claiming  that  it  ras  acting  in  accordance  rith 
intornational  lav.  and  without  explaining  reasons  for  its  action  in  detail 
and  oven  without  revealing  its  naro,  deranded  delivery  of  tT«nty-ono  Goman 
passcingers.  The  captain  of  the  Aoara  Moru  refused  the  doirand,  but  ho  v.as 
unable  to  prevent  the  British  varship  fror  taking  a  forcible  reasure  for 
rtTTOving  the  said  Gcrran  passengers. 

2.  It  rust  bo  fully  known  to  the  British  Governront  that  the  Japanese 
Govurnirxsnt  have  adhored  to  the  principle  in  accordance  with  the  generally 
accepted  us.agp  that  those  nationals  of  one  bolligoront  Ibv.cr  aboard  a  neutral 

-  1  - 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/731  le6/ 


iJiil!’.  IOC. 


I 

voasol  Those  delivery  the  other  belligerent  Tr<ay  demand  on  the  high  seas 
must  bo  limited  to  those  actually  embodied  in  the  armed  forces.  But  nonethe¬ 
less  a  British  warship  has  taken  the  above-mentioned  forcible  mencure  against 
a  Japanese  vessel  in  the  'vaters  near  Japan.  The  Japanese  Oovernrent  can  not 
but  regard  such  British  action  as  a  serious  unfriendly  act  against  Japan t 
and  therefore  they  attach  the  £proato8t  importance  to  the  affair. 

3»  The  Japanese  Government  can  net  acquiesca  in  the  measure  taken  by 
the  British  Navy  regarding  rhich  they  demiind  the  British  Government  to  give 
them  a  full  and  valid  explanation  jjromptly.  The  Japanese  ^Go*/emmont  hereby 
explicitly  reserve  in  advance  the  right  to  demand  delivery  tn  them  of  the 
detained  Germans. 

4«  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  British  action  has  already  given  a  great 
shock  to  public  opinion  in  Japan,  repetition  of  such  an  action  in  future 
would  aggravate  all  the  more  the  sentiment  of  the  Japanese  nation  against 
Great  Britain.  From  a  broad  viewpoint  of  the  future  relations  between  Jopon 
and  Great  Britain  the  Japanese  Govoinment  request  the  British  Govornmont  to 
give  their  serious  consideration  to  the  matter. 
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StatCFont  of  Source  end  Autnenticity 

I .  Hffim.Jteir.’i.  Men— l-asaast 

Esaaiffl-aftto-  certify  ttot  t!*,  i.ovront  hereto  attached  In 

Kccllch  conaistina  ot  &  pages  and  entitled  .£t_!te«ia.ojLmXSniffi 
net.ee  Stehas^at  eol^-nAM.-l'tiJtl2it..-yX J.hn_dn  Vnru  by  the  fetjrt 

teeuerv  2e.  lnia.1  1=  n.i  sxact  and  true  copy  of  an  otflelal 

documont  of  the  Japanoae  PILi^Si 

(Xrtifiod  at  Tokyo, 
on  this  IQth  day  of  19kl> 


/S/  K-  (seal) 


V;itne83  :  /S/  K.  IVabg.  (seal) 
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